[Management of breach of the tegmen isolated or associated with cephalocele].
This is a retrospective report of 41 tegmen breaches observed in 2 different populations : 27 patients among a series of 252 cases of operated chronic otitis (6.7%) and 14 patients admitted for management of tegmen breach and dura mater involvement. The most frequent cause was chronic otitis (36 cases, including 6 due to iatrogenic causes); there were also 2 cases of petrus fracture, 2 cases of intracranial hypertension and 1 idiopathic case. Computed tomography revealed a bony breach in 97% of the cases. Encephalo-meningocele was associated in 11 cases (31%). In these cases, MRI confirmed the preoperative diagnosis. Treatment via the mastoid route allowed removal of the infectious process and via the suprapetrous route allowed closure of the breaches in the bone and dura mater as well as treatment of associated cephaloceles, except in case of major infection where the cephalocele was closed in a second operation.